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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORIAN ROBERT C. HAYDEN AWARDED EXPLORITAS  
TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIP 

 
 Dr. Asa G. Hilliard’s Vision Remembered With Award for Lifelong Learning Sponsored  

by Exploritas at NABSE Conference 
 
INDIANAPOLIS (November 23, 2009) — Exploritas awarded the Asa Grant Hilliard III Exploritas Award for 
Lifelong Learning to Robert C. Hayden, president of the Martha’s Vineyard branch of the Association for the 
Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), during the National Alliance for Black School 
Educators (NABSE) Annual Conference recently held in Indianapolis, Ind.  The award provides $5000 toward a 
learning adventure offered by Exploritas and honors the late Dr. Asa Grant Hilliard III, world-renowned Pan-
Africanist, educator, historian, psychologist, and advocate for learning through travel. Kathy Taylor, Associate 
Vice President at Exploritas presented the award to Mr. Hayden on behalf of Exploritas and the Hilliard family. 
 
Hayden was born in 1937 in New Bedford, Mass. and graduated from the local high school in 1955. After 
earning a bachelor’s and master’s from Boston University, he completed two post-graduate fellowships at 
Harvard University’s Graduate School of Education and the Department of Urban Studies and Planning at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He holds an honorary doctorate degree from Bridgewater State College.  
 
Hayden is a historian and educator who has contributed to African American historiography for nearly 40 years  
as an author, co-author and editor of 19 books and special publications in the field. With four decades dedicated 
to promoting education, Hayden says he owes his passion for history and accomplishments as a historian to the 
knowledge gained through his participation in ASALH since 1971.  
 
A longtime resident of Martha's Vineyard, Mass., Hayden served on the Oak Bluffs Historical Commission from 
1998 to 2000. He is founding president of the Martha's Vineyard ASALH branch and was elected to ASALH’s 
Executive Council in 1990 and served as the association’s secretary from 1995 to 1998 and from 2000 to 2008. 
For nine years he was chairman of ASALH’s national essay contest for graduate and undergraduate students. In 
2009, he received the association’s Mary McCleod Bethune Award for “a career of service to history to his 
community and ASALH.” Hayden was also an early and active member of the NABSE from 1971 to 1987 and 
was a charter member of the New England Alliance of Black School Educators.  
 



Hayden held positions as a senior lecturer at the University of Massachusetts at Boston, Northeastern 
University, Boston College and Lesley University, spanning from 1978 to 2006.  
 
“I am honored to receive the Asa Grant Hilliard III Exploritas Award for Lifelong Learning,” says Hayden. 
“Lifelong learning is especially important to African American communities because education has always been 
at the core of advancement for our community. I look forward to using my new learning and travel experience to 
educate both youth and adults regarding the African diaspora and emphasizing that accumulated knowledge is 
power at any age.”  
 
Hayden is also known for his pioneering works in the 1970s on the history of African Americans in science, 
technology and medicine. His first published article, “A Drum Major for Black Adult Education: Alain Locke” 
appeared in the Western Journal of Black Studies (University of Washington, Pullman, WA) in 1977.  He was a 
contributing writer for the Dictionary of American Negro Biography (1982), the Encyclopedia of African-
American Culture and History (1995), and American National Biography (1999).  
 
Notable too, are his African Americans in Boston: More Than 350 Years (1991), and his African Americans and 
Cape Verdean Americans in New Bedford: A History of Community and Achievement (1993). In 2003, his first 
definitive biography was published – Mr. Harlem Hospital: Dr. Louis T. Wright. His most recent works William 
E.B. DuBois – Family and Friendship: Another Side of the Man (2004) and African Americans on Martha's 
Vineyard: A History of People, Places and Events (2005).  
 
“We are pleased to recognize educators who share our commitment to education and lifelong learning with the 
Asa Grant Hilliard III Award,” says James Moses, president and CEO of Exploritas. “This year’s recipient, Bob 
Hayden, is truly a lifelong learner and his dedication to sharing his extensive research on African American 
history is inspiring — we look forward to welcoming him on an Exploritas learning adventure.”  
 
Exploritas awards this scholarship annually to an educator with at least 10 years of experience in education, who 
is a member of NABSE; a member of ASALH; is on the faculty of a Historically Black College or University; 
or is a professor of African American studies.  The scholarship provides an opportunity to experience an 
Exploritas program anywhere in the world.   
 
Applicants are asked to write an essay focused on the importance of lifelong learning to the African American 
community and to describe the ways in which they will utilize their learning/travel experience with Exploritas to 
make a difference in their communities.  
 
The Asa Grant Hilliard III Exploritas Award for Lifelong Learning is part of a national outreach initiative 
Exploritas launched to build awareness of its educational adventures in the African American community and to 
promote the benefits of learning through travel. For more information, visit 
www.exploritas.org/globaldiscoveries.  

 
 
About Exploritas 
Exploritas (pronounced ek splôr´ i tahs) is the new name for the programs developed and offered by Elderhostel, Inc., the 
not-for-profit world leader in lifelong learning and educational travel since 1975. Exploritas programs empower adults to 
explore the world’s places, peoples, cultures and ideas, and in so doing to discover more about themselves. Each year, 
Exploritas participants visit every state and more than 90 countries on thousands of programs, from “Intergenerational” 
learning experiences bringing together children and their grandparents or “Adventures Afloat” shipboard voyages, to one-
day “Day of Discovery” explorations or active Outdoor Adventure programs, and more. Exploritas programs strive to bring 
together passionate, diverse participants and world-class instructors to foster engaging discussions. We are committed to 
continually developing new and stimulating programs that reflect the shifting realities and emerging trends of our ever-
changing world. The fellowship of learning and the joy of discovery are the hallmarks of the Exploritas program 
experience. 
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